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BREXIT: THE
ISSUE STILL
DIVIDING THE
COUNTRY 3
YEARS LATER
Brexit. As Europeans, we’ve all seen this
portmanteau pop up on the TV or in our news
feeds on our phones. It’s an issue that has
been plaguing not only the UK, but the entire
union for over 3 years now. As a Brit who is
living in Cyprus as a Solidarity Corps
volunteer, this issue is especially pertinent to
me, and considering the topic of this
magazine is Current Affairs, I thought it could
be a good idea to break down this issue
simply for those who are confused about the
topic and want to learn more. Furthermore, I
will use this as an opportunity to talk about
how people are being affected by the Brexit
vote – even though the UK is still a member
of the European Union, the referendum result
back in June 2016 is already having profound
effects on my country and those living there.

What is Brexit?
Brexit, or British Exit, may be a catchy term
for this pivotal political time in the UK, but it
is far from fun and games. It is one of the
most complex and divisive issues of our time.
Brexit is the planned withdrawal of the UK
from the European Union, and it has been in
the process of leaving since the triggering of
Article 50 in March 2017. If an EU member
state triggers Article 50, it has 2 years to
negotiate a withdrawal agreement with the
EU before leaving. However, if you’ve been
keeping up with Brexit news at all, you’ll
know that the 2 year deadline has long since
passed – the UK has extended the grace
period multiple times now as a result of the
crippling political deadlock.

Since the Brexit referendum, we’ve had 3
Prime Ministers and 2 general elections, one
of which is due to happen in December this
year.

Why hasn’t the UK left yet? What’s
taking so long?
To put it shortly, there simply isn’t a
mandate for any course of action in
Parliament. I remember watching Parliament
live a few months ago where our MPs voted
on many Brexit options, and every single one
received a resounding No. At the end,
everyone laughed – out of frustration?
Probably. The Brexit issue has been the only
problem we’ve focused on for years, and
there is severe fatigue not only amongst
MPs, but the general public as well.

How is Brexit harming the UK?
The division has resulted in fiery animosity
between the two polarised groups –
Remainers and Leavers. Perhaps better
known
to
some
as
Remoaners
and
Brexshitters, emotions are running high.
Multiple anti-Brexit and ‘People’s Vote’
marches have occurred across the country,
and I attended one myself in London earlier
this year. Some estimates placed the number
of attendees as high as a million strong.
Milkshaking incidences incite both anger
and laughter from people across the country
as right-wing politicians are doused in
creamy beverages, and remain MPs are often
met with death threats and claims of
treason. To make it worse, remain MP Jo Cox
was shot and stabbed multiple times to
death in June 2016 by an assailant holding
far-right views. To say it’s dire is an
understatement.
I’m not going to lie – I am fully in support
of remaining in the European Union. After
finishing school, I had the opportunity to
travel the continent for free thanks to the
EU (Check out my DiscoverEU article also in
this issue for more information!), and now I
am living and volunteering in Cyprus with
the European Solidarity Corps. Coming here
was as simple as booking a flight, packing
my bags and getting to the airport. No visas,
long forms or steely bureaucracy.

PAGE 4 | THE DREAMER

In my opinion, the beauty of the seamlessness
and the union of such diversity is unmatched,
and as long as my right to freedom of
movement persists I will continue to explore
this continent.
I honestly feel that if we do end up finally
leaving, we will be leaving behind one of
humanity’s greatest achievements.
In a world where we are constantly fighting
and squabbling over things both big and
small, a union of such peace where borders
are invisible is something we should all be
proud of. The union is not perfect – such an
ambitious project is bound to have its flaws,
but the answer is not to abandon it and leave
it to be reduced to ashes. A world where we
needn’t box ourselves in with lines in the
sand should be what we strive for.
Isolationism seems to be a common theme
when it comes to Brexit – a lot of supporters
seem to dismiss the idea that we need help
from and links with other countries, and that
the UK can easily stand by itself. But closing
ourselves off from the outside world will do
nothing but promote feelings of xenophobia,
which is already beginning to taint British
society. The leave campaign heavily relied on
imagery of immigrants coming to the UK and
taking our jobs, and the only way to stop it is
to leave the EU. In reality, we have more nonEU immigrants in the UK, and this would most
likely increase in the wake of our departure.
Unfortunately, the idea that crashing out of
the EU without a deal negotiated is becoming
more and more popular, and the notion that
this is best for the country is being heavily
promoted by many notorious figures in our
government. Doing this would simply be
disastrous, and there is no question about it
– leaving the EU without any legal
protections in place would light the country
on fire. All of our trade agreements with
other countries are EU trade agreements, and
so we would have to renegotiate every single
one from the ground up, and this is no easy
task. We are talking years upon years of work.

Furthermore, we receive an immense amount
of imports from the continent through ports
like Dover-Calais, and these would grind to a
halt, limiting our resources across the
country. To add insult to injury, a No Deal
Brexit could prompt Northern Ireland to
leave the United Kingdom and unite with the
Republic of Ireland, and Scotland could vote
to become independent. Wales could even
follow suit, although the desire for
independence there is not as prevalent.
These are but a few examples of how a No
Deal Brexit would decimate the United
Kingdom as we know it.

The People's Vote march in London back in
March this year.
@elisehadfieldjones

What do other Brits think about
Brexit?
Not wanting to just talk about my
perspective on the matter, I asked other
Brits about their thoughts. One of the people
who responded had this to say about how
their life has changed since the Brexit vote.
“I moved to the mainland after the Brexit
vote happened,” they responded. “I currently
live in Sweden with my partner who is also a
British national. Freedom of movement and
other rights granted by the EU are very
important to us, particularly as we’ve had
jobs which have required us to travel. We’re
going to attempt to get Swedish citizenship
as soon as we can to guarantee those rights
when the UK has been so quick to try and
strip them from us.
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As I have lived in Scotland previously,
Scotland gaining independence and rejoining
the EU would be our only incentive to return.
“In addition to that, the Brexit vote has been
causing us endless anxiety as expats. My
partner wants to switch jobs as the company
he’s currently working for is not a good fit
but he doesn’t know if companies will risk
taking him on due to the Brexit uncertainty.
We also can’t risk him leaving his work and
taking a month’s break to look for full-time
work in case there are any changes which
affect our residential status. I have had to be
very careful with my postgraduate studies and
have been advised by administrative staff at
my university to not extend my studies in
case things go south. We have been unable to
book travel home for Christmas because we
couldn’t guarantee reentry to Sweden in the
event of a No Deal Brexit. Finally, I was
unsure if I’d make it to my mum’s wedding as
that was happening in spring around the time
of the first extension.”
Brexit is clearly a scourge for British citizens
living abroad in Europe. For me, I have plans
to continue living abroad, and these dreams
of mine could easily go down the drain in the
case of a catastrophic departure. Being 16 at
the time of the referendum, I was unable to
have a say on my future, and I am furious that
I may not get the chance to fully take
advantage of these amazing privileges
because of a campaign that was based mostly
on lies and targeted advertising/propaganda.
This person also had an answer when I asked
how they would personally attempt to fix the
Brexit mess.
“If I were in a position to make changes I
would cancel Brexit as it stands and
concentrate on the things which has been left
to the wayside in the wake of this
catastrophe: rising economic inequality, more
people relying on food banks, access to
welfare being stripped, growing education
gaps, etc.

Think tanks would be allotted to assess all
possible Brexit outcomes and when we have
all the facts available to us we could hold a
second referendum for the best possible
course of action versus remaining.”
In my opinion, a confirmatory referendum is
a wise choice. If those in Parliament and
Government can’t make a decision, pitch it
back to the people in the form of the
negotiated deal versus remaining in the EU.
After all, if you’re in a restaurant and you
order salmon, you’d want the option to back
out if you end up getting served cruddy crab,
smelly sea bass and contaminated cod!
If you’re reading this and you happen to be a
person eligible to vote in the upcoming
general election, PLEASE REMEMBER to
register to vote if you haven’t already. If you
want us to remain in the EU, consider voting
tactically. The following site will be
releasing information over the next few
weeks about the best way to vote depending
on your constituency: https://www.tacticalvote.uk/
Go
here
to
register
to
https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
WRITTEN BY: Elise Hadfield-Jones

vote:
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HAVE YOU EVER
HEARD ABOUT
DISCOVEREU?
Calling all 18-year-olds, or people who have
18-year-olds in their lives – you’ll want to
stick around for this one!
The European Union has a dizzying amount
of opportunities for EU citizens.
Traineeships, volunteering, studying abroad
for a year – there’s something for everyone.
But DiscoverEU is an initiative that often
flies under the radar, partly due to its small
target audience and its relative newness.
DiscoverEU is essentially a competition
where 18-year-olds across the continent can
apply for the chance to win a free Interrail
ticket. Interrail is a company that has
partnered up with train operators around
Europe, and the Interrail pass was born – a
small slip of paper that grants you mostly
unfettered access to the entire European
train system. You can choose from an
assortment of packages on their website,
www.interrail.eu, and have the pass delivered
to your doorstep pronto. Intriguing, right? I
can confirm that Interrailing is a truly
unique experience, as I was one of the
winners of a DiscoverEU Interrail pass
myself. Keep on reading for all the sweet
details, from both me and two other winners.

This seems very generous. Why is
the EU doing this?
The EU is offering this opportunity to young
people for multiple reasons. One of the most
important reasons is promoting engagement,
understanding and connection with the rest
of Europe, which is integral to the EU’s
success – lack of understanding leads to
situations like Brexit, and a sense of
European identity is fundamental to the
Union’s goal. Furthermore, the EU presents it
as a ‘gift’ of sorts – a birthday present for
everyone in the continent turning 18 as a
way of welcoming them to adulthood and
giving them their first taste of freedom,
independence and often other EU nations.

Eventually, the EU wants to make this
something they offer to every EU citizen
turning 18.

How do I apply?
The way you apply is simple: head to
www.europa.eu/youth/discovereu_en and,
depending on the time, you’ll be able to
apply provided you meet the criteria. There
are multiple rounds every year, and at the
time of writing this article, the 4th round
begins on the 7th of November, 2019. On
this date, you’ll be able to apply.

What’s the application process
like?
The application is simple! You’ll be asked to
answer a few questions related to the EU,
and there’s no time limit. In fact, you’re
encouraged to research the answers
yourself, and they even give you links to
the relevant pages. Don’t be surprised by the
final question – it’ll be a bit strange, and
you might think there’s no way you can
answer. And you’d be right! It’s a guessing
game, unfortunately. For example, when I
applied, the question was ‘How many of the
applicants will have a first name beginning
with D?’ and in the round before that, it was
‘How many of the applicants will have a
birthday in May?’ Yours will likely be
something similar, so just have a think and
make an educated guess.
After this, that’s all there is to it. All that’s
left is to wait.

A picture I took on the IJ in Amsterdam.
@elisehadfieldjones
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If you win, you’ll eventually have a pass
shipped to an address of your choosing.
Specifically, the pass you’ll receive is a 7
day Global Pass worth €258. With this ticket,
you can travel for a whopping 30 days in
total, 7 of which can be used to travel
mostly everywhere in Europe via train
without spending a dime… most of the time.
In Europe, some trains may require
reservations, where you must pay a small fee
to reserve your seat. Some trains, like the
Eurostar and Thalys, have much higher fees
becauses of their relative luxury, high
speeds and directness. It’s possible to avoid
trains that require reservations though.
When planning an Interrail trip, you’ll be
using
the
following
site
a
lot:
www.interrail.eu/en/plan-your-trip/interrailtimetable. Under ‘show more options’, you
can choose to search for all trains except
high speed ones. Furthermore, you’ll have to
pay for accommodation, food, etc. yourself.
Make sure you have the funds prepared.
There is lots of information that I won’t
cover in this article – this is just an
introduction. If you win a DiscoverEU pass,
you’ll find all the answers to your questions
(and you’ll have a LOT!) on their pages, and
you’ll be able to email them as well. I found
that they were incredibly helpful!

Let’s talk about the experiences of
some seasoned DiscoverEU
veterans!
On my DiscoverEU trip, I went to Paris,
Amsterdam, Berlin, Potsdam, Prague, Vienna,
Innsbruck and Budapest. All in the span of
18 days! It’s safe to say that this trip turned
me into a completely different person –
I went from a social hermit to a confident
traveller traversing the continent alone,
meeting people left right and centre. It was
exactly what I needed after spending so
many years in the school grind. Furthermore,
I befriended an insane amount of people
who also travelled with DiscoverEU, and two
of these people agreed to talk about their
own experiences.
Robin is from Maastricht, The Netherlands,
but lives in Brussels for study. Starting in
The Netherlands, he went to Germany,
Austria, Hungary, Serbia, Bulgaria, Turkey,
and Romania (and accidentally Belgium, he
told me). He has travelled before to places
like Tunisia and the United States, but only
with family.
“I was super happy,” he replied after I asked
him how he felt after learning he’d won a
pass. “But it didn't kick in until about 3
weeks before I embarked on my journey. It
was more like something to look forward to
but I really began getting excited when I
started planning out everything and
learning about budget travelling.
“On the first day, for the first 5 hours or so I
was sceptical and quite scared, to be honest.
It wasn't until I arrived in Frankfurt that I
really became super enthusiastic about
doing this giant trip.”
Like many other DiscoverEUers, he travelled
solo. For a lot of people the idea of
travelling alone is scary and unappetising,
so I asked him to talk about his experience.

A smorgasbord of birds in Prague!
@elisehadfieldjones

“Travelling solo was so very liberating, and I
had a lot of fun! People usually say it's
boring or lonely, but I found it to be super
easy to connect with people along the way.
I'm pretty sure I prefer solo over group
travelling.
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"Usually all the socialising starts at the
hostels. People sit outside with a beer or
someone is chilling alone and having a
smoke, and it’s really easy to just go up to
them and start talking about each other.
Another way I connected with them was via
social media, more specifically Discord and
Couchsurfing. Just share your location and
people will ask to hang out. It's really easy
to chill with strangers in a city when you're
abroad.”
Another friend of mine, Angel, just
finished her DiscoverEU trip a few days ago.
She’s from a small village in Greece. After
making her way to the Greek port city Patras,
she crossed the Ionian and Adratic seas to
Italy. She looped around Europe, going to
Rome, Florence, Milan, Paris, Antwerp, Berlin
and Budapest.
“When I found out that I’d won, I couldn't
believe it, really. I was jumping around the
house and I called my sister and we were
screaming together. Then, we started
planning. I’ve always been a lucky person,
but this was too much. I was beyond happy
and excited.
“I've only ever been to London and Bristol
before so this was big for me. So many new
places, languages, people, foods… One week
before I started travelling I was so hyped.
Then, two days before I started getting
anxious and scared. I was going to be alone
in strange, foreign countries. Anything could
happen. But I was determined to do this – I
wouldn't be sabotaged by myself at the last
minute. So I decided to block that frightened
voice in my head and live my best
Interrailing life!”

It's normal to be scared and nervous. I just
think we should all get out of our comfort
zone once in a while and live.”
Angel also connected with people in a
similar manner to Robin. “I met people
through Couchsurfing,” she elaborated. “So it
was mostly the people who hosted me and
their friends. It was a great experience. I
also met up with someone else who had also
won a pass, but had already completed his
trip.”

What were your highest and lowest
points on our trips?
Robin had a lot to say in response to this.
“Highest point? Probably my 2nd night in
Novi Sad, Serbia,” he said. “I saw a man
sitting on a porch, so I just said hi! I learned
he was Australian and we ended up talking
for about 5-6 hours, had a bunch of beers
and smokes, and met some more people who
came into the hostel. At about 12am, we met
a young Pole who was headed to
Montenegro and had stopped at the hostel.
Both the Australian and I needed to go to
Belgrade the next day, so the Polish dude
accompanied us both. That night and
following day were the coolest, I think.

Unlike Robin, Angel had a slightly different
experience travelling solo.
“Travelling solo was challenging. I think I
enjoyed it more when I had company. That's
obviously a personal preference and I'm glad
I did this trip alone because it helped me
understand myself better, but I don't think
I'd do such a long trip alone again.
“If you’ve never travelled solo before, then
you should definitely try it at least once.
And if you decide after travelling that it'snot
for you, then that's okay!

Nighttime neons in Berlin.
@elisehadfieldjones
“The lowest was my first night in Budapest.
It was the 3rd day overall, and I was kinda
bummed out because I didn't like the hostel
in Vienna. So I came into this hostel, and it
was extremely hot, smelled moldy and had
no atmosphere.
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I only stayed for one night there but I was
contemplating quitting the trip altogether. It
was painful waiting for the hours to go by,
and it was very boring.
“My
advice
is
to
invest
in
your
accommodation! Spend a few extra bucks
and your journey will be significantly better.
Staying at an awful hostel is really
unmotivating and just miserable.”
As for Angel: “I had two highest points, in
Berlin and Antwerp. In Berlin, I was hosted
by a wonderful person called Lisa and every
day with her was great! We ate currywurst,
halloumi burgers and ice cream together and
on the last day I cooked for her. We went out
and had beers and I met her very cool
friends. I felt so comfortable with them. As
for Antwerp, I got to see my really good
friends Laura and Jaan who I met through
DiscoverEU, and I had such a good time. Of
course I tried deep fried Belgian food and
beer, and we played some card games.
"The lowest points were in Florence and
while getting back to Greece. In Florence I
had a mental breakdown because my phone
died and I was suddenly in a foreign place
with nowhere to stay or go. Getting back to
Greece from Budapest was just very tiring –
it took me two whole days. I had to sleep on
a bench somewhere in Romania, and I didn't
have battery or water the second day.
Definitely take a powerbank with you!”

How has this trip affected you?
“It made me a LOT more independent, and it
changed me very positively overall,” Robin
replied. “It's an unforgettable experience,
and I'd love to do it all over again!
DiscoverEU has changed my future plans as
well – I'm planning on travelling for
Kazakhstan to China by train, though it may
be too ambitious. I just need to do some
preparations and I might do that trip
nextsummer.”This was Angel’s response. “My
trip helped me understand myself better. I
got tested and became aware of my
weaknesses and strengths. I also saw so
many beautiful places and it really inspired
me. I'm alreadysketching a painting of a
landscape in Germany.

It hasn't really changed my future plans,
because
I
wanted
to
travel
before
DiscoverEU and I still do. I have gained more
experience though, so next time I'll be more
prepared. After this trip I feel more relaxed
and ready to face my new life at university.”

Want some more travel advice?
I asked Robin and Angel for any essential
travel tips they feel that everyone should
know. Robin said: “Just be open to activities!
Join pub crawls, quizzes, drinking games and
gatherings around campfires, because these
activities tend to be free. The people around
you truly make your experience better. Know
your limits and your surroundings but be
open to things.”
As for Angel: “If you're a person who stresses
a lot and can't handle stressful situations
well, then you should book everything in
advance and have a solid plan. In general,
don't carry too much, or your back will hate
you. And always have food with you, like
some
fruits,
nuts
or
biscuits.
Use
Couchsurfing! But always be wary of others.
Not everyone has good intentions.”
As for me, I can definitely echo Angel’s
suggestion to pack light. As someone who
travelled with a measly 28L pack, my life
was easy and I could walk around with my
life on my back all day long! Furthermore,
don’t shy away from a bum bag – it helps so
much to have your essentials in an easily
accessible place that’s close to your body.
It’s a good idea to keep your valuables on
you at all times, as well.
WRITTEN BY: Elise Hadfield-Jones

Thinking of applying and
have any more questions?
Why not jump into my Discord server? I met
Robin, Angel and many others through it and
we’d all love to help you. We’re a community
of like-minded individuals from all around
Europe!
Link: www.discord.gg/YfPY6Dd
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Photo of the Week

PARIS SIAN JONES - ''SUNSETS IN BALI''

FANCY TRYING YOGA?
Come along to our free yoga lessons every
Tuesday at 6:30 PM in Strovolos, Nicosia!

Just because you
don't see something
doesn't mean it isn't
there.

The stars are
always there.

– R.C. Lewis, Spinning Starlight

